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5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-26 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[x] accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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Attachment(s) 

1 ) El Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 2 



Application/Control Number: 10/039,879 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2111 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-26 are examined. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

3. Claims 1 - 5, 10- 18, and 23 - 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by McCarty (US6356944). 

4. As to claims 1 and 14, McCarty discloses a method and 
apparatus in a data processing system (492, Figure 3C) for 
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transferring data from a plurality of host data links 
(N_Ports) to at least one local data link (440) , the method 

and apparatus comprising the steps of: 
Initializing a data bridge (McCarty teaches of a data 
bridge (430 of Figure 3C) , where the bridge is responsible 
for routing data, error detection and correction, and flow 
control, Col. 8, lines 4-7. The flow control is a 
component of the initialization process where service 
parameters and a common operating system are established. 
(Col. 8, lines line - Col. 9, line 3), where the data 
bridge (430) is functionally connected on a first end to 
the plurality of host data links (435) and on a second end 
to the at least one local data link (436) ; determining if a 
first data link (any N_Port) within the plurality of host 
data links and a second data link (440) within the at least 
one local data link initiate a login parameter; (McCarty 
teaches that the data link devices must login to each other 
before commencing a transaction (Col. 8, lines 57 - 64). 

and automatically transfer the data from a source data 
link (any N_Port) within the first plurality of data links 
(N_Ports) to a target data link (440) within the at least 
one local data link based on the login parameter. (McCarty 
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teaches that when logged in, the receiving device, accepts 
frames sent, Col. 9, lines 5 - 10). 

5. As to claims 2 and 15, McCarty discloses a method and 
apparatus, where the data transferred from the source link 
is stored in a memory buffer device (McCarty discloses a 
Fabric that contains memory elements (430, Figure 3C) . 

6. As to claims 3 and 16, McCarty discloses a method and 
apparatus, where the data bridge is a data link 
concentrator (McCarty discloses a Fabric that contains 
memory elements (430, Figure 3C) . 

7. As to claims 4, and 17, McCarty discloses a method and 
apparatus, where initializing the data bridge includes 
resetting the data bridge (McCarty teaches that its general 
operation (Figure 7, reset (701) is a function performed 
prior to the initialization step 702, Col. 12, lines 1 - 

3) . 

8. As to claims 5 and 18, McCarty discloses a method and 
apparatus, where the data bridge is reset, the plurality 
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of host data links functionally connected to the data 
bridge and the at least one local data link functionally 
connected to the data bridge are forced offline by the data 
bridge (McCarty teaches that one option at' reset, it to 
take all nodes off-line, Col. 7, lines 38 - 41). 

9. As to claims 10 and 23, McCarty discloses a method and 
apparatus, where the login parameter includes a fibre 
channel fabric login parameter and a fibre channel port 
login parameter (492 of Figure 3C displays a fibre channel 
configuration that shows a fabric 43 0 with fabric port 
(F_Port 436) and node ports (N_Ports) , such as N_Port 440. 
Communication paths can be established between N_Port 44 0 
and Fabric 430 through path 439, Col. 8, lines 10 - 19). 

10. As to claims 11 and 24, McCarty discloses a method and 
apparatus, where the fibre channel login parameter includes 
buffer credits (During initialization, service parameters 
are established which include buffer credits, Col. 8, line 
64 - Col . 9 line 4) . 

11. As to claims 12 and 25, McCarty discloses a method and 
apparatus, where the fibre channel port parameter includes 
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a port identification (McCarty teaches the controller node 
keeps track of the Fibre channel node/fabric specific 
identity, Col. 9, lines 9 - 14). 

12. As to claims 13 and 26, McCarty discloses a method and 
apparatus that automatically transfers the data from a 
source data link within the plurality of host data links to 
a buffer device if the data bridge is in a lockout mode 
(McCarty teaches that there is a buffer to buffer credit. 
This is a flow control mechanism that can be used to store 
frames when a lock out mode is encountered, COL. 9. Lines 1 
- 8) . 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



14. Claims 6 - 9, 19 - 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McCarty in view of Stoevhase (US5805924). 
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As to claims 6 and 19,McCarty does not disclose 
explicitly a method or apparatus to monitor a first data 
link within a plurality of host data links and a signal 
from the second data link functionally connected to a data 
bridge. However, Stoevhase discloses a method and 
apparatus, to monitor a signal (DSP (distribution of 
service parameters) request) from the first data link (12 
of Figure 1) within the plurality of host data links (12, 
14) and a signal (IE_ACC) from the second data link (10) 
within at least one local data link functionally connected 
to the data bridge (4) ; 

determining whether an initiating sequence signal (DSP 
request) is received by the first data link (12) and the 
second data link (10) ; (Initialization takes place by 
executing a distribution of DSP where requests are issued 
by all fabric elements, Col. 5, lines 3-8) 
and establish a data bridge (4) active state if the 
initiating sequence signal is received by the first data 
link and the second data link (Stoevhase teaches that 
whenever a fabric element receives a DSP request from a 
initiating data link (such as 12) , it returns an Inter 
Element Accept (IE_ACC) signal (an acknowledgement signal), 
Col . 8, lines 51 - 60) . 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention was made to modify McCarty 
with the teachings of Stoevhase because McCarty supports a 
variety of rearrangements, modifications, and substitutions 
(Col. 12, lines 62 - 66). The monitoring system operation 
would provide status of the system operation and provide 
the user with the means of responding appropriately 
according to the monitor signals in real time. 

15. As to claims 7 and 20, McCarty does not disclose a 
method or apparatus that terminates data transfer between 
fibre channel sources. However, Stoevhase discloses a 
method and apparatus that terminates data transfer from the 
source data link (12) within the plurality of host data 
links (12,14,28) to the target data link (10) within the at 
least one local data link if the data bridge (4) is in an 
offline state (Stoevhase teaches that if either fabric 
element involved should become inactive, the impacted 
devices or switch (such as data bridge 4) is taken off- 
line, and reinitialized Col. 8, lines 24 - 29). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention was made to modify McCarty 
with the teachings of Stoevhase because McCarty supports a 
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variety of rearrangements, modifications, and substitutions 
(Col. 12, lines 62 - 66) . The user is provided with a means 
of system controllability. 



16. As to claims 8 and 21, McCarty does not disclose a 
method or apparatus that terminates data transfer if one of 
the links is inactive. However, Stoevhase discloses a 
method and apparatus for monitoring the plurality of host*, 
data links (12,14,28) and the at least one local data link 
(10) functionally connected to the data bridge (4) ; and 
terminating data transfer from the source data link (12) to 
the target data link if the plurality of host data links 
(10) or the at least one local data link does not remain in 
an active state. (Stoevhase teaches that if any fabric 
element involved should become inactive, the impacted 
devices or switch (such as data bridge 4) is taken off- 
line, and reinitialized Col. 8, lines 24 - 29). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention was made to modify McCarty 
with the teachings of Stoevhase because McCarty supports a 
variety of rearrangements, modifications, and substitutions 
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(Col. 12, lines 62 - 66) . The user is provided with a means 
of system observability and controllability. 

As to claims 9 and 22, McCarty does not disclose a method 
or apparatus that resets the data bridge should the 
involved data links be in an off-line state. However, 
Stoevhase discloses a method and apparatus, where if the 
plurality of host data links (12,14,28) and the at least 
one local data link (10) complete an offline state 
protocol, the data bridge (4) is reset. (Stoevhase teaches 
that if any fabric element involved should become inactive, 
the impacted devices or switch (such as data bridge 4) is 
taken off- line, and reinitialized Col. 8, lines 24 - 29). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention was made to modify McCarty 
with the teachings of Stoevhase because McCarty supports a 
variety of rearrangements, modifications, and substitutions 
(Col. 12, lines 62 - 66) . The user is provided with a means 
of system controllability. 
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Conclusion 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Christopher A Daley whose telephone 
number is 703 605 4214. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on 703 305 4815. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




